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MINUTES  

Committee:  Planning Committee 
Date:   Tuesday 13 January 2026 
Time:    18.40pm  
Venue:   Community Club 

Present 
 
Cllr Richard Short (Chairman) 
Cllr Mike Jeffery  
Cllr Vivienne Hodges 
Cllr Rob Austin 
Cllr Catherine Fileman-Wright 
Cllr Chris Walden 
Cllr Gordy Keep 
Cllr Jan Evans 

Also Present 
Samantha Parkin (Clerk) 

PUBLIC SESSION 

01/2026 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
No apologies for absence were received. 

02/2026 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS / REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
No declarations of interest or requests for dispensations were received. Localism Act 2011 (sections 

26-37 and Schedule 4) 

03/2026 MINUTES 
It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to accept and sign the 

minutes of the meeting held on 2nd December 2025 as a correct record. There was one abstention. 

LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1)  

04/2026 STANDING ITEM – CLIMATE AND ECOLOGY EMERGENCY: 
The committee noted the Council’s commitment to embed the Climate and Ecology Emergency 

Declaration across all activities, ensuring environmental impacts are considered in a fully integrated 

approach to climate change mitigation. 

05/2026 0416/25: Erection of 3 bay agricultural storage shed and installation of 

solar panels at Coombe Court Farm, Moretonhampstead, TQ13 8QD 
Cllr Short summarised the application. The proposed building would use materials that match those 
used elsewhere within the farmyard complex. The application includes solar panels on the roof of the 
large shed opposite. 
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The reason for the development is the continued expansion of the existing farm business. A 
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal accompanies the application. The Devon County Council Ecologist 
has commented that the site has limited ecological value, although further justification is required in 
relation to one element of the mitigation package. 
 
Cllr Fileman-Wright noted that, given the site’s history and previous Parish Council support, the 
Council should continue to support the application. However, she raised concerns about the 
Biodiversity Assessment, which proposes biodiversity net gain measures within ancient woodland, 
with a DCC officer warning of potential inadvertent damage. Members agreed that the loss of ancient 
woodland is unacceptable and that DNPA must address this concern. 

It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Austin, and resolved to support the application 

subject to issues of biodiversity being adequately addressed including the impact on the ancient 

woodland. 

06/2026 0003/26: Replacement dwelling and detached carport, with variation of 

Condition 2 attached to planning permission ref:0137/24 dated 18 July 2024 at Taintona, 

Court Street, Moretonhampstead, Newton Abbot, TQ13 8LG 
Cllr Short summarised the application. The application seeks a variation of Condition 2 to regularise 

discrepancies where some plans were not previously updated to reflect approved changes. It also 

includes the addition of an air-conditioning unit adjacent to the relocated air source heat pump and 

amendments to the design of the rear solar panels. 

It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to support the 

application. 

06/2026 PLANNING MATTERS 
The following planning matters were noted: 

1. 0353/25: Reposition internal bedroom door, Hayne Old Manor, Moretonhampstead, Newton 

Abbot, TQ13 8SB – Grant of Listed Building Consent 

2. 25/0086: Trees (TPO), 1 Mount Pleasant, Moretonhampstead, TQ13 8NY – Grant of Consent 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 18.52pm. 


