MINUTES

Committee: Open Spaces Committee

Date: Tuesday 23 May 2023

Time: 7:19pm following the Planning committee meeting
Venue: Parish Council Office

Present

ClIr Gordy Keep (Chairman)
ClIr Mike Jeffery

ClIr Mike Warner

ClIr Chris Walden

Cllr Gemma Hampton

Clir Rob Austin

Also Present
Samantha Parkin (Clerk)

PUBLIC SESSION

01/2023 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from CliIr Fileman-Wright.

02/2023 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS / REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
No declarations of interest were made. No requests for dispensations were received.

03/2023 MINUTES
It was proposed by Clir Jeffery, seconded by Clir Warner, and resolved to accept and sign the
minutes of the meeting held on 21st June 2022 as a correct record. There were three abstentions.

04/2023 OPEN SPACES CONTRACT
The Open Spaces tender had been circulated prior to the meeting. The Open Spaces committee were
asked to consider the grass cutting tenders for Contracts 1, 2 and 4.

The committee accepted the Clerk’s recommendation for Contract 1 to remove ‘The Primary School is
managing the wildflower area next to the church and the Biodiversity group is managing the wildflower
area adjacent to Area Q.” and to add ‘Please don'’t cut snowdrops and daffodils until the green leaves
have died back.’
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The committee accepted the Clerk’s recommendation for Contract 2 to remove ‘The agreed wildflower
area is excluded from the contract for 12 months on a trial basis. It will be managed by the
Biodiversity group.’

It was proposed by ClIr Austin, seconded by CliIr Jeffery to recommend to full council to cut all the
verges in the contract plus the verge around the bench at Chagford Cross from the kerb to the bank
and the roundabout.

It was proposed by Clir Keep, seconded by Cllr Hampton to remove the words ‘from the kerb to the
bank’. The amendment passed by 4 votes to 2. The amendment becomes the substantive motion and
is resolved by 4 votes to 2.

Recommendation to full council: To cut all the verges in the contract plus the verge around the bench
at Chagford Cross and the roundabout as per the current contract (Cut a 1m wide stretch of grass
from the curb 3 times a year in April, June, and August plus a 4th cut from the curb to the bank in
October.)

05/2023 CHURCHYARD MATTERS
The Open Spaces Committee were asked to consider resurfacing the paths in the Churchyard.

It was proposed by Clir Warner, seconded by ClIr Keep, and resolved to recommend to full council
to de-weed the churchyard paths, remove the old gravel, lay a weed membrane, and put similar
gravel back.

06/2023 TIDY TEIGNBRIDGE GRANT

The Clerk had circulated an update on the Tidy Teignbridge grant expenditure prior to the meeting.
The Clerk noted that no quotes had been received to remove the weeds around the town. The
Highways Officer had advised the Clerk to ask the Probation Service to remove the weeds.

It was proposed by Clir Keep, seconded by Clir Warner, and resolved to recommend to full council
that the Clerk enquires with the Probation Service if they can remove the weeds around the town.

07/2023 PLAY PARK
The summary of quotes received had been circulated with the agenda. The Clerk noted the first quote
received was incorrect.

It was proposed by Clir Warner, seconded by CllIr Jeffery, and resolved to recommend to full council
to wait until more quotes are received to reinstall the play park fence.

08/2022 CROSS STREET TREE

ClIr Keep explained to the committee that the current tree is unstable because it had been planted in
the pot due to concerns that its roots would disturb the surrounding wall. ClIr Austin suggested that
the council remove the current tree and replace with a tree with a smaller root ball.

It was proposed by Clir Keep, seconded by ClIr Warner, and resolved to recommend to full council

to remove the existing tree in the Autumn and replace with a suitable tree.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.49pm.
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