MINUTES

Committee: Open Spaces Committee

Date: Tuesday 19 September 2023

Time: 7:05pm following the Planning committee meeting
Venue: Parish Council Office

Present

ClIr Gordy Keep (Chairman)
ClIr Mike Jeffery

Clir Mike Warner

ClIr Catherine Fileman-Wright
Cllr Gemma Hampton

Clir Rob Austin

Also Present
Samantha Parkin (Clerk)

PUBLIC SESSION

09/2023 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Clir Walden.

10/2023 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS / REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
No declarations of interest were made. No requests for dispensations were received.

11/2023 MINUTES
It was proposed by Clir Jeffery, seconded by Clir Austin, and resolved to accept and sign the minutes
of the meeting held on 23 May 2023 as a correct record. There was one abstention.

12/2023 PLAYPARK

The Clerk had circulated a report listing the repairs required in the playpark prior to the meeting. The
committee thought it was important to prioritise the repairs and investigate Head Injury Criteria (HIC)
testing.

It was proposed by ClIr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Clir Hampton to recommend to full council for a
couple of councillors to assess the safety matting and repairs and ask the clerk to investigate HIC
testing with an expert.
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13/2023 LAND REGISTRY

CliIr Austin had made enquiries with a local solicitor about how to register the possessory title at the
land registry following discussions about the Square at the Highways working group meeting. The
solicitors report had been circulated with the agenda. The clerk will thank the solicitor for his time.

It was proposed by CllIr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllir Warner, and resolved to recommend to
full council to proceed with the land registry application for the Square.

14/2023 ALLOTMENT

CliIr Austin’s report had been circulated with the agenda. The committee had been asked to consider
cutting the Allotment boundary hedge. ClIr Austin explained that the boundary hedges are overgrown
and blocking sunlight to the allotments. He recommended cutting the holly down to bank level. It was
also noted that the shared boundary owner had previously agreed to cut down the ash trees affected
by dieback, but this had not been done. ClIr Fileman-Wight advised avoiding bird nesting season.

It was proposed by ClIr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Clir Warner, and resolved to recommend to
full council to:

1. Write to the shared boundary owner and follow up with a discussion.

2. Go ahead with the hedge trim at an appropriate time of year subject to approval from the
shared boundary owner.

3. Talk to the Allotment to see if they wish to use the material from the trim.

15/2023 CHURCHYARD
The Clerk’s report had been circulated with the agenda. The Clerk noted that the family concerned
had decided to be interred in a family grave.

The committee had been asked to consider compressing the new gravel paths to make access
easier. The committee were concerned that by using a roller or plate compactor the gravel might
puncture the weed membrane. The committee felt that general use will compact the path and there is
a hard surface to access the church.

It was proposed by Clir Fileman-Wright, seconded by Clir Keep, and resolved to recommend to full
council to wait for the work to be completed, wait for the path to bed in and review how the path is
settling in after a few months use.

16/2022 20’S PLENTY SIGNAGE

The Clerk’s report had been circulated with the agenda. The committee had been asked to consider
asking businesses to sponsor informal 20’s Plenty signage. It was noted that residents would need to
agree to host the signs and potential locations need to be identified. Clir Hampton and Clir Fileman-
Wright agreed to identify locations before the October full council meeting.

It was proposed by ClIr Fileman-Wright, seconded by ClIr Austin, and resolved to recommend to full
council to seek a sponsor to purchase 20’s plenty signage and to ask residents if they would be willing
to host a sign. There was one abstention.

17/2023 COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
The committee had been asked to suggest ideas for the community consultation. Clir Fileman-Wright
summarised the ideas so far.

CliIr Austin suggested asking the community about the maintenance of the churchyard. Cllr Warner
asked ClIr Austin to think of a question to ask the community.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.51pm.
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