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MINUTES        

Committee:  Parish Council 
Date:   Tuesday, 7 May 2024 
Time:    7:00pm 
Venue:   Community Club 

Present 

  
Cllr Catherine Fileman-Wright (Chairman) 
Cllr John Farrand-Rogers  
Cllr Rob Austin 
Cllr Gordy Keep 
Cllr Jan Evans 
Cllr Chris Walden 
Cllr Gemma Hampton 
Cllr Mike Jeffery 
Cllr Richard Short 
Cllr Vivienne Hodges 

Also Present 
Samantha Parkin (Clerk) 
County Councillor Jerry Brook 
One member of the public 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The member of the public was a representative of the Moretonhampstead Sports and Community 

Centre. The Centre had offered to take over the management of the small Christmas trees and 

queried the insurance and funding of the trees. The member of the public also gave an update on the 

Sports Centre. 

76/2024 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Austin, and resolved that Cllr Fileman-Wright be 

elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year. 

77/2024 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 
It was proposed by Cllr Austin, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved that Cllr Mike Warner be 

elected Vice-Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year. 

It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllr Austin, and resolved to allow Cllr Warner 

to sign his declaration of acceptance of office of Vice-Chairman at or before the next meeting. 

79/2024 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Bridger and Cllr Warner. 

80/2024 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS / REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
No declarations of interest or requests for dispensation were received. Localism Act 2011 (sections 

26-37 and Schedule 4) 
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81/2024 MINUTES 
It was proposed by Cllr Hampton, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to accept and sign the 

minutes of the meeting held on 16th April 2024 as a correct record. LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1) 

82/2024 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS AND 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS 
It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to elect the following 

members to the Planning Committee – Cllr Fileman-Wright, Cllr Warner, Cllr Walden, Cllr Short, Cllr 

Hodges, Cllr Jeffery, Cllr Austin and Cllr Keep. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to elect the following 

members to the Finance and Policy Committee – Cllr Fileman-Wright, Cllr Warner, Cllr Evans, Cllr 

Bridger and Cllr Hodges. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to elect the following 

members to the Open Spaces Committee – Cllr Fileman-Wright, Cllr Warner, Cllr Hampton, Cllr 

Austin, Cllr Jeffery and Cllr Keep. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to elect the following 

members to the Staffing Committee – Cllr Warner, Cllr Evans, Cllr Farrand-Rogers and Cllr Hodges. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to elect the following 

members to the Climate Change & Ecological Emergency Working Group – Cllr Fileman-Wright, Cllr 

Hampton and Cllr Hodges. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to elect the following 

members to the Housing Working Group – Cllr Fileman-Wright, Cllr Short, Cllr Warner, Cllr Farrand-

Rogers and Cllr Bridger. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to elect the following 

members to the Highways Working Group – Cllr Fileman-Wright, Cllr Short, Cllr Warner, Cllr Evans, 

Cllr Walden and Cllr Austin. 

 

83/2024 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN OF PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Austin, and resolved to elect Cllr Short as 

Chairman of the Planning Committee. 

It was proposed by Cllr Austin, seconded by Cllr Fileman-Wright, and resolved to elect Cllr Evans 

as Chairman of the Finance and Policy Committee. 

It was proposed by Cllr Austin, seconded by Cllr Fileman-Wright, and resolved to elect Cllr Keep as 

Chairman of the Open Spaces Committee. 

It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Hodges, and resolved to elect Cllr Warner as 

Chairman of the Staffing Committee. 

84/2024 COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
County Councillor Report 

County Councillor Brook reported that he had been investigating a resident’s traffic safety concern but 

so far, he has not had a lot of joy. 
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He noted the Locality Budget is open for applications; each County Councillor has a budget of £8,000. 

More information can be found at https://www.devon.gov.uk/democracy/councillors-nav/locality-

budgets/. Cllr Brook left the meeting at 19.25pm. 

85/2024 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCILLORS TO OUSIDE BODIES 
It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, and resolved to make the following 

appointments to the following outside bodies: 

• Friends of Moretonhampstead Library (FoML) – Cllr Hodges 

• Moretonhampstead Development Trust (MDT) – Cllr Bridger 

• Moretonhampstead Information Centre – Cllr Warner 

• Moretonhampstead Association of Youth (MAY) – Cllr Hampton  

• Trustees, Bowring Library Trust – Cllr Hodges and Cllr Farrand-Rogers 

• Moretonhampstead Action on Plastics (MAPS) – Cllr Hodges 

 

86/2024 APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL CONTROLS COUNCILLOR 
It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Fileman-Wright, and resolved to appoint Cllr 

Bridger as Internal Controls Councillor. 

87/2024 CHAIRMANS ALLOWANCE 
It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to pay the Chairman 

a £100 allowance.  

88/2024 REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF PARISH DOCUMENTATION 
It was proposed by Cllr Austin, seconded by Cllr Hampton, and resolved to adopt the standing 

orders and the following parish documentation: 

• Financial Regulations (Reviewed March 2024 by Finance and Policy Committee) 

• Risk Assessment (Reviewed March 2024 by Finance and Policy Committee) 

• Standing Orders (Reviewed March 2024 by Finance and Policy Committee) 

• Statement of Internal Control (Reviewed March 2024 by Finance and Policy Committee) 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllr Jeffery, and resolved to adopt the Asset 
Register. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Hampton, and resolved to adopt the following Terms 
of Reference: 

• Terms of Reference Planning Committee (Reviewed May 2024) 

• Terms of Reference Finance and Policy Committee (Reviewed May 2024) 

• Terms of Reference Open Spaces Committee (Reviewed May 2024) 

• Terms of Reference Staffing Committee (Reviewed May 2024) 
 

89/2024 BANK SIGNATORIES 
It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllr Austin, and resolved that the authorised 

bank signatories are as follows: 

View and submit level of access: Samantha Parkin 
View and authorise level of access: Cllrs Vivienne Hodges, Mike Warner, Jan Evans, Catherine 
Fileman-Wright and Gordon Keep. 
 

90/2024 APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 
It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Keep, and resolved to appoint Penny Clapham as 

the Council’s Internal Auditor. 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/democracy/councillors-nav/locality-budgets/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/democracy/councillors-nav/locality-budgets/
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91/2024 COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
District Councillor Report 
Cllr Farrand-Roger’s report is attached at appendix 1 on page 45. 

92/2024 MATTERS ARISING 
It was noted the Clerk has submitted the VAT return for 2023/24 and it has been paid. 

93/2024 CHAIRMANS DISCRETION 
The Chairman had nothing to report. 

94/2024 OPEN SPACES REPORT 
The Open Spaces monthly report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The report was noted and 

is attached at appendix 2 on page 46.  

Cllr Keep updated the council on the damaged bench, the owner of the tree has been informed by his 

insurance company that they won’t pay for the damages. The clerk will add it to the Open Spaces 

agenda. 

95/2024 CLIMATE CHANGE & ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY WORKING GROUP 
The Chairman noted Penny Simpson has decide to step down from the working group, she thanked 

Penny for her work in producing the monthly green tip over the past year. Cllr Hampton suggested the 

working group look for more members. 

The Chairman noted that Moretonhampstead Development Trust is hosting an environment workshop 

on Thursday. 

96/2024 INSURANCE 
It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Walden, and resolved to approve the automatic 

renewal of the council’s insurance policy with Clear Councils in accordance with the 3-year Long 

Term Undertaking. 

97/2024 INTERNAL CONTROLS COUNCILLOR REPORT 
The clerk noted Cllr Bridger had checked the accounts for March.  

The member of the public left the meeting. 

98/2024 RENEWAL OF DIRECT DEBITS, SANDING ORDERS AND PAYROLL 
It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Hampton, and resolved to approve the list of variable 

direct debits, standing orders and payroll payments. 

99/2024 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 

The Council considered its monthly schedule of payments.  

It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Short, and resolved to approve the schedule of 

payments at appendix 3 on page 46. There were two abstentions. LGA 1972 s150(5) 

100/2024 CORRESPONDENCE 
1. Correspondence was received and circulated prior to the meeting from Devon Association of Local 

Councils regarding DALC membership for 2024/25. Local Government Act 1972 s.143 

It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Hodges, and resolved to accept the increase in 

membership fees. 

2. Correspondence was received and circulated prior to the meeting from successful grant applicants. 

The correspondence was noted. 
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3. Correspondence was received and circulated prior to the meeting from Teignbridge District Council 

(TDC) replying to the council’s correspondence regarding s106 for open spaces. Cllr Short noted this 

is the start of an evidence base for the negotiations with the National Park, TDC and Hembury Homes 

as to what sort of contribution might be appropriate. 

It was proposed by Cllr Short, seconded by Cllr Jeffery, and resolved to delegate to Cllr Fileman-

Wright and Cllr Short to continue to have a dialogue with TDC.  

4. Correspondence was received and circulated prior to the meeting from TDC Electoral Services 

regarding a review of Polling Districts and Polling Places. The correspondence was noted. 

5. Correspondence was received and circulated prior to the meeting from Moretonhampstead Sports 

& Community Centre offering to take on the management of the small Christmas trees. 

It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllr Hampton, and resolved to arrange a 

meeting to discuss the questions in the correspondence with the clerk and Cllr Short in early June. 

6. Correspondence was received and circulated prior to the meeting from Moretonhampstead 

Development Trust replying to the council’s correspondence regarding the office rent enquiry. Cllr 

Short noted that the explanation did not include the communal space as part of the calculated 

floorspace, but the Trust use the front lobby and upstairs passageway as retail space. 

It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllr Short and resolved to note and accept the 

response and ask questions about the communal areas at the next rent increase.  

The member of the public returned to the meeting. It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded 

by Cllr Evans, and resolved to suspend standing orders. There was one abstention. 

The Chairman explained the decision made at min no. 100/24.5. 

It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to reinstate standing 

orders. The member of the public left the meeting. 

7. Correspondence was received and circulated prior to the meeting from the Flag Festival organisers 

requesting approval to put the flags up. 

It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Walden, and resolved to approve the Flag Festival 

organisers request. 

101/2024 OPEN SPACES GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT 
It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Hampton, and resolved to delegate 

powers to the Open Spaces committee to appoint a contractor for the 2024/25 grass cutting tender 

(Sentry, Coronation bench and Pound & Henge). LGA 1972 s.101 

102/2024 20’S PLENTY SIGNS 
It was proposed by Cllr Short, seconded by Cllr Walden and resolved to delegate to Cllr Fileman-

Wright and the clerk to approve the locations of the 20’s Plenty signs. Localism Act 2011 s1 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.17pm 

TO DO ACTIONS 

• Clerk to make payments 

• Clerk to respond to correspondence in accordance with min no. 100/2024  

• Chairman and Clerk to approve signage locations 
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MPC Minutes 07.05.2024 Attachment no.1 – District Councillor Report 

Audited Accounts 

We had a full meeting of the Council this week. Most of it was taken up by a report from the auditors. 

The accounts for 2020-21, 2021-22 and 2022-23 were signed off, though there was a disclaimer, 

because there was a lack of documentary evidence in one section of the accounts. 

This is not, in fact, as bad as it sounds. The Government recently brought in a requirement for all 

councils to make a valuation of their assets over the years, and in the case of Teignbridge some of 

the historic valuations were missing. (It had not been required before.) This was the case of quite a lot 

of other district councils as well. Nobody could explain why the Government decided to do this. It does 

not serve any useful purpose, and it is expensive. The Council did sell off one piece of land for 

development, and in this case there was an up-to-date valuation. 

Rivers, Beaches and Sewage 

This is a question of great concern, and two councillors tabled motions on the subject. These were 

referred to the Council’s Executive Committee for further action. Meanwhile, the Leader of the Council 

has written to the Secretary of State, calling for government action. 

I also helped stir things up a bit by tabling a question about planning permissions and sewage. 

The answer was astounding. When the Council is taking decisions on planning applications, it is not 

allowed to take into account the generation of sewage. The fact that South West Water is unable to 

cope with the amount of sewage currently generated, and there is no evidence that it could cope with 

more, is not a “material factor”. In 2023 there were 3427 discharges of untreated sewage into the 

River Teign and its tributaries, but the Government will not allow this to be a relevant reason for 

refusing permissions for more development. 

Those are the Government’s rules, are they? Then quite simply we have to change the rules…. 

Or the Government….. Or both….. 

Gaza 

One councillor tabled a motion calling on the government to do more to try to end the slaughter in 

Gaza. This has, in fact, been done by several other councils. 

In Teignbridge, however, our Managing Director ruled the motion out of order, so it could not even be 

discussed by the Council. I think this was a mistake. People are concerned about the plight of 

thousands of fellow human beings, and I find it is wrong that our government should be involved by 

supplying arms to the Israeli Government. 

That is a moral argument. But there is also a question of practicalities for us here in Teignbridge. 

There are bound to be thousands of refugees looking for safety elsewhere. No doubt some will find 

their way here, and they will need to be housed. At present there are 1,500 names on the housing 

waiting list in Teignbridge. Surely we should be doing everything we can to help put an end to the 

killing and disruption in the Middle East – if only in our own self-interest. 

One Teignbridge Project 

There have been several meetings in different parts of the district so that TDC officers can meet 

people in different communities to gauge the level of interest in receiving more support for local 

projects. The meeting in Moretonhampstead was not well attended, but the officers were not 

displeased. This project is only just starting, and not even the procedure has been agreed yet. I 
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imagine it would be something along the lines of the Councillors Community Fund, where TDC 

monitors the progress and the receipts. 

Talking of the Councillors Community Fund, a new financial year is starting, and each TDC councillor 

has £1000 to help local groups and organisations. Details are here: 

https://myaccount.teignbridge.gov.uk/en/AchieveForms/?form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-

350a7cfe-d239-4412-be89-e17d2aeb61e4/AF-Stage-eed7746b-bcc6-459f-

93d16b4637a98ceb/definition.json&amp;redirectlink=%2Fen&amp;cancelRedirectLink=%2Fen&amp;

consentM 

or look for Teignbridge Councillors Community Fund! 

MPC Minutes 07.05.2024 Attachment no.2 – Open Spaces Report 
Inspection carried out by: S Parkin     
Date: May 2024 
 

Area Comments Action 

Area Comments Action 

 
The Sentry 

Needs cutting. Cllr Keep cut with his topper whilst 
awaiting a new contractor. 

None. 
 

 
Churchyard 
 

Needs cutting, scheduled w/c 29/04. None. 
 

 
The Play Area 

Needs cutting. 
 

None. 

 
The Henge 

Timber needs replacing on seats. 
Needs cutting. 

Cllr Jeffery to repair – someone to fit. 

 
The Pound 

Needs cutting. None 

 
Cross Tree 
 

Looks good. None. 

Geneva 
Island/War 
Memorial 

Looks good.  
 

None. 
 

Wheelwright’s 
wheel 

Needs weeding. None. 

 
Allotment 

Looks good. 
 

None. 

 
Seats/benches/ 
Lamp posts 

A few benches in need of painting. Seek volunteers to rub down and 
repaint benches in spring/summer. 

Gates and 
railings 

Looks good. None 

Bus Shelter  Looks good. None 

Recycling bins 
 

Looks good. None 

 

MPC Minutes 02.04.2024 Attachment no.3 – List of payments May 2024 
Finance Report 

https://myaccount.teignbridge.gov.uk/en/AchieveForms/?form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-350a7cfe-d239-4412-be89-e17d2aeb61e4/AF-Stage-eed7746b-bcc6-459f-93d16b4637a98ceb/definition.json&amp;redirectlink=%2Fen&amp;cancelRedirectLink=%2Fen&amp;consentM
https://myaccount.teignbridge.gov.uk/en/AchieveForms/?form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-350a7cfe-d239-4412-be89-e17d2aeb61e4/AF-Stage-eed7746b-bcc6-459f-93d16b4637a98ceb/definition.json&amp;redirectlink=%2Fen&amp;cancelRedirectLink=%2Fen&amp;consentM
https://myaccount.teignbridge.gov.uk/en/AchieveForms/?form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-350a7cfe-d239-4412-be89-e17d2aeb61e4/AF-Stage-eed7746b-bcc6-459f-93d16b4637a98ceb/definition.json&amp;redirectlink=%2Fen&amp;cancelRedirectLink=%2Fen&amp;consentM
https://myaccount.teignbridge.gov.uk/en/AchieveForms/?form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-350a7cfe-d239-4412-be89-e17d2aeb61e4/AF-Stage-eed7746b-bcc6-459f-93d16b4637a98ceb/definition.json&amp;redirectlink=%2Fen&amp;cancelRedirectLink=%2Fen&amp;consentM
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To receive the Finance Report  
On 30 April, the Accounts stood at: 
  
Lloyds Current Account     £37,702.52 
Lloyds Deposit Account     £50,124.31 
 
Standing Orders       Date Cleared 
Moretonhampstead Development Trust Office Rent £379.48 01/05/2024 
BT Telephone and Broadband    £35.22  15/04/2024 
 
Direct Debit 
Microsoft 365 subscription    £12.36  08/04/2024 
 
Mandatory Payments 
Staffing payments  
(Salary, pension and quarterly HMRC)   £1,613.43 30/04/2024 
 
Card Payments 
Timpson      £12.00  02/04/2024 
Post Office      £6.80  25/04/2024 
 

Income 
Allotment Rent 2024-25     £660.00 05/04/2024 
Interment payments     £2,512.00 Various 
Bank Interest      £56.13  09/04/2024 
Teignbridge District Council (UKSPF Grant)  £3,000.00 12/04/2024 
HMRC Vat Reclaim 2023-24    £3,042.32 16/04/2024 
Beating of the Bounds bus    £72.00  17/04/2024 
Teignbridge District Council 1st half Precept  £27,635.00 26/04/2024 
 
Invoices for payment – to consider and approve invoices for payment itemised on the Payment 
Schedule 
 

Payment 
Method 

Payee and reason Budget Power to 
spend 

Net 
Payment 

Payment inc 
VAT 

Bank 
Transfer 

Community Club 
Hire of the Hall 2/04 

EX5 
 

LGA 1972 
s111 

£15.00 £15.00 

Bank 
Transfer 

Moretonhampstead Twinning 
Association 
1st round grant allocation 

EX14 Localism 
Act 2011 
s.1 

£200.00 £200.00 

Bank 
Transfer 

Moretonhampstead Swimming 
Pool 
1st round grant allocation 

EX14 Local 
Government 
(MP) Act 
1976 s.19 

£400.00 £400.00 

Bank 
Transfer 

Moretonhampstead Information 
Centre 
1st round grant allocation 

EX14 LGA 1972 
s.144 

£300.00 £300.00 

Bank 
Transfer 

Moretonhampstead Bowling 
Club 
1st round grant allocation 

EX13 Local 
Government 
(MP) Act 
1976 s.19 

£262.41 £262.41 

Bank 
Transfer 

ROSPA Play Safety 
Annual Play Inspection 

EX6 Local 
Government 
(MP) Act 
1976 s19 

£128.00 £153.60 

Bank 
Transfer 

Harveys Bus Limited 
Hire of minibus Beating the 
Bounds 

EX6 Localism 
Act 2011 
s.1 

£120.00 £120.00 

Bank 
Transfer 

Teignbridge District Council 
Sentry bin empty 2023-24 

EX6 Litter Act 
1983 s5&6 

£2136.50 £2563.80 

Bank 
Transfer 

M P Plumbing 
Ashes Interment 22/04/24 

EXCEM2 Local 
Government 
Act 1972 

£100.00 £100.00 
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s214 

Bank 
Transfer 

Devon Association of Local 
Councils 
DALC Membership 2024-25 

EX8 Local 
Government 
Act 1972 
s143 

£528.00 £605.07 

Bank 
Transfer 

Clear Councils 
Insurance 2024-25 

EX9 Local 
Government 
Act 1972 
s140 

£726.44 £808.21 

Bank 
Transfer 

Sam Austin 
Lengthsman 5 days and waste 

EX15 Highways Act 
1980 s43 

£1045.00 £1045.00 

Bank 
Transfer 

Tomlinson Trees 
Churchyard cut 

EX6 Open Spaces 
Act 1906 s10 

£696.25 £835.50 

 

 


