
 

MINUTES 

Committee:  Parish Council 
Date:   Tuesday, 16 May 2023 
Time:    7:00pm 
Venue:   Community Club 
 

Present 

 
Cllr Vivienne Hodges (Chairman) 
Cllr Mike Warner 
Cllr Jan Evans 
Cllr Gordy Keep 
Cllr Mike Jeffery 
Cllr John Farrand-Rogers 
Cllr Gemma Hampton 
Cllr Rob Austin 
Cllr David Bridger 

Also Present 
Samantha Parkin (Clerk) 
One member of the public 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The member of the public is a landowner who attended to ask the council three questions: 

1. Have Baker Estates been given permission to bury contaminated waste in the meadow at the 

front of the site? 

2. Have Baker Estates been given permission to turn the agricultural meadow into amenities 

land? 

3. Have the houses adjacent to the member of the publics land been permitted to be built on 

stilts? 

The Clerk will contact Dartmoor National Park and relay the answers to the member of the public. 

72/2023 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
It was proposed by Cllr Hodges, seconded by Cllr Evans and resolved that Cllr Fileman-Wright be 

elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year. 

It was proposed by Cllr Hodges, seconded by Cllr Evans and resolved to allow Cllr Fileman-Wright 

to sign her declaration of acceptance of office of Chairman at or before the next meeting. 

73/2023 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 
It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Jeffery and resolved that Cllr Mike Warner be 

elected Vice-Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year. 

74/2023 DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Hodges and resolved to allow Cllr Walden 

to sign his declaration of acceptance of office at or before the next meeting. 
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75/2023 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Short, Cllr Fileman-Wright and Cllr Walden.  

76/2023 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS / REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
No declarations of interest or requests for dispensation were received. Localism Act 2011 (sections 

26-37 and Schedule 4) 

77/2023 MINUTES 
It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Hodges and resolved to accept and sign the 

minutes of the meeting held on 28th March 2023 as a correct record. There was one abstention. LGA 

1972 Sch 12 para 41(1) 

78/2023 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS AND 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS 
It was proposed by Cllr Warner, seconded by Cllr Hodges and resolved to elect the following 

members to the Planning Committee – Cllr Fileman-Wright, Cllr Warner, Cllr Walden, Cllr Short, Cllr 

Hodges, Cllr Jeffery, Cllr Austin and Cllr Keep. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Jeffery and resolved to elect the following 

members to the Finance and Policy Committee – Cllr Fileman-Wright, Cllr Warner, Cllr Evans, Cllr 

Bridger and Cllr Hodges. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Hodges and resolved to elect the 

following members to the Open Spaces Committee – Cllr Fileman-Wright, Cllr Warner, Cllr Walden, 

Cllr Hampton, Cllr Austin, Cllr Jeffery and Cllr Keep. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Austin, seconded by Cllr Evans and resolved to elect the following members 

to the Staffing Committee – Cllr Warner, Cllr Evans, Cllr Hampton and Cllr Hodges. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Warner and resolved to elect the following 

members to the Climate Change & Ecological Emergency Working Group – Cllr Fileman-Wright, Cllr 

Hampton and Cllr Hodges. It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Warner and 

resolved to invite Penny Simpson to be a member of the working group. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Warner, seconded by Cllr Jeffery and resolved to elect the following 

members to the Housing Working Group – Cllr Short, Cllr Warner, Cllr Hampton, Cllr Bridger and Cllr 

Austin. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Jeffery and resolved to elect the following 

members to the Highways Working Group – Cllr Short, Cllr Warner, Cllr Evans and Cllr Austin. 

 

79/2023 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN OF PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Hodges and resolved to elect Cllr Short as 

Chairman of the Planning Committee. 

It was proposed by Cllr Warner, seconded by Cllr Jeffery and resolved to elect Cllr Evans as 

Chairman of the Finance and Policy Committee. 

It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Evans and resolved to elect Cllr Keep as 

Chairman of the Open Spaces Committee. 

It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Warner and resolved to elect Cllr Evans as 

Chairman of the Staffing Committee. 
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80/2023 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCILLORS TO OUSIDE BODIES 
The Council agreed to make the following appointments to the following outside bodies: 

• Friends of Moretonhampstead Library (FoML) – Cllr Hodges 

• Wellmoor – Cllr Fileman-Wright 

• Moretonhampstead Development Trust (MDT) – Cllr Bridger 

• Moretonhampstead Information Centre – Cllr Warner 

• Moretonhampstead Association of Youth (MAY) – Cllr Hampton  

• Trustees, Bowring Library Trust – Cllr Hodges and Cllr Farrand-Rogers 

• Moretonhampstead Action on Plastics (MAPS)  

 

81/2023 APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL FINANCIAL REGULATOR 
It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery and seconded by Cllr Austin to appoint Cllr Bridger as Internal 

Financial Regulator.  

82/2023 CHAIRMANS ALLOWANCE 
It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Jeffery and resolved to pay the Chairman a £100 

allowance.  

83/2023 REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF PARISH DOCUMENTATION 
It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Hodges and resolved to adopt the 

standing orders and the following parish documentation: 

• Action Plan (Reviewed May 2023) 

• Asset Register (Reviewed May 2023)  

• Code of Conduct (Approved Mar 2020) 

• Complaints (Approved Nov 2019) 

• Data Protection (Approved Dec 2020) 

• Disciplinary and Grievance (Approved Mar 2020) 

• Equalities Policy (Approved May 2022) 

• Financial Regulations (Approved March 2023) 

• Grant Awarding Policy (Approved Dec 2022) 

• Health and Safety (Approved Dec 2019) 

• Pensions and Discretions (Approved Mar 2018) 

• Publication Scheme (Approved Dec 2022) 

• Risk Assessment (Approved Dec 2019, reviewed April 2023 by Finance and Policy 
committee)  

• Scheme of Delegation (Approved Jan 2022) 

• Sickness Absence (Approved Mar 2020) 

• Terms of Reference Planning Committee (Approved May 2018) 

• Terms of Reference Finance and Policy Committee (Approved May 2018, reviewed May 
2022) 

• Terms of Reference Open Spaces Committee (Approved May 2018) 

• Terms of Reference Staffing Committee (Approved Dec 2021) 

• Training and Development Policy (Approved Sept 2022) 
 

84/2023 BANK SIGNATORIES 
It was proposed by Cllr Farrand-Rogers, seconded by Cllr Keep and resolved that the authorised 

bank signatories are as follows: 

View and submit level of access: Samantha Parkin 
View and authorise level of access: Cllrs Vivienne Hodges, Mike Warner, Jan Evans and Cllr Fileman-
Wright. 
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85/2023 GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 
It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Hodges and resolved to adopt the General Power 

of Competence. Localism Act 2011 

86/2023 APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 
It was noted Sian Colridge is the Parish Council’s Internal Auditor for the last financial year. Cllr 

Hodges noted that Mrs Colridge wishes to resign after completing the internal audit for the last 

financial year. The council is grateful to Mrs Colridge for her years of service as the Internal Auditor. 

It was proposed by Cllr Warner, seconded by Cllr Evans and resolved that the Clerk looks for a new 

internal auditor. 

87/2023 INTERNAL CONTROLS 
Cllr Evans and the Clerk had reviewed the Council’s Statement of Internal Controls prior to the 

meeting and Cllr Evans is satisfied the Council’s controls are sound. 

88/2023 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 
County Councillor Brook was unable to attend the meeting. 

89/2023 MATTERS ARISING 
It was noted the Clerk has submitted the VAT return for 2022/23. 

It was noted the Clerk has submitted the nomination form to Dartmoor National Park. The Clerk noted 

she had received the ballot form and it needs to be returned before 31st May. 

It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Warner and resolved to vote for Mike Jeffery and 

Peter Smerdon in the Parish Members of Dartmoor National Park election. 

Cllr Warner noted that min no. 68/2023 stated that a meeting would be arranged with Baker Estates. 

The Clerk has tried to arrange a meeting but has been unsuccessful. Cllr Warner offered to visit Baker 

Estates offices with Cllr Short.  

90/2023 CHAIRMANS DISCRETION 
The Chairman noted that a large amount of correspondence had been received regarding street 

trading. The Highways Working Group will prepare a report and report back at the June meeting. 

91/2023 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

Cllr Farrand-Rogers reported on the election results. Cllr Farrand-Rogers noted that the 

Moretonhampstead ward had the second highest turnout in the District at 48%. He thought this would 

have been higher if there had not been a need for voter ID. 

Cllr Farrand-Rogers had recently attended the Teignbridge District Council induction where he met 

fellow councillors and officers. He found them to be very pleasant, efficient and open.  

92/2023 OPEN SPACES REPORT 
The Open Spaces monthly report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The report was noted and 

is attached at appendix 1 on page 30.  

Cllr Keep noted that he had tied the Cross Street tree because it is loose. The tree will be added to 

the Open Spaces committee agenda for discussion. Cllr Keep also noted that he had scattered more 

wildflower seeds in the Churchyard wildflower area. 

93/2023 INTERNAL FINANCIAL REGULATOR REPORT 
Cllr Evans had checked the accounts for March.  
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94/2023 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 

The Council considered its monthly schedule of payments.  

It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Evans and resolved to approve the schedule of 

payments at appendix 2 on page 31. LGA 1972 s150(5) 

The Council noted the payments made on 3rd May in accordance with min no. 69/2023 under 

delegated powers at appendix 3 on page 31. 

95/2023 CORRESPONDENCE 
Correspondence was received and circulated from Teignbridge District Council Parking Services 

Manager replying to the Council’s letter regarding the increased parking charges. 

Correspondence was received and circulated prior to the meeting from a member of the public 

replying to the council’s letter regarding the 20mph request. 

Correspondence was received and circulated prior to the meeting from Citizens Advice regarding their 

Q4 report. 

Correspondence was received and circulated prior to the meeting from Moretonhampstead Motor 

Museum requesting parking outside the Motor Museum. 

It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Austin and resolved to request Devon County 

Council provide four parking spaces outside of the Motor Museum. There was one abstention. 

96/2023 HIGHWAYS 
The Highways ‘drop in’ report had been circulated prior to the meeting and was noted. 

97/2023 DECISIONS MADE UNDER DELEGATED POWERS 
The list of the decisions made under delegated powers had been circulated prior to the meeting and 

were noted. 

98/2023 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

• 0249/22: Appeal: Refusal of Full Planning Permission, 16 Pound Street, 

Moretonhampstead, TQ13 8NX 
Correspondence was received and circulated prior to the meeting from Dartmoor National Park 

informing it of the appeal lodged by the householders. It was noted that any comments made at 

application stage will be sent to the Planning Inspectorate and the appellant and will be considered by 

the Inspector (unless the council withdraws them within the 5 week deadline). 

It was proposed by Cllr Hodges, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved not to withdraw the councils 

support for the planning application. There were three abstentions. 

• 0189/23 & 0190/23: Proposed: Linhay – Proposed conversion to holiday let / 

Store – proposed alterations, Lowton, Moretonhampstead, Newton Abbot, Devon, 

TQ13 8PN  
It was proposed by Cllr Hodges, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to support the application. 

There were two abstentions.  

99/2023 PHONE AND BROADBAND 
The Clerk has circulated information provided by PlusNet regarding price increases prior to the 

meeting and it was noted. The Clerk will look for alternative providers. 
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100/2023 COUNCIL BENCHES 
The Clerk had circulated a background paper on the council benches prior to the meeting.  

It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Warner and resolved to apply to Devon County 

Council to relocate the bench at Green Hill to the Wray Valley Trail. 

It was proposed by Cllr Jeffery, seconded by Cllr Evans and resolved to purchase a bench to 

commemorate the Coronation of King Charles III. 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.17pm 

TO DO ACTIONS 

• Clerk to ask DNPA the member of the publics questions 

• Cllr Fileman-Wright to sign the Chairmans Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Cllr 

Walden to sign his Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

• All Councillors to return their election expenses and Declaration of Interest 

• Clerk to look for a new internal auditor 

• Cllrs Warner and Short to visit Baker Estates office 

• Clerk to make payments 

• Clerk to make the agreed actions and replies to correspondence 

• Clerk to submit planning comments 

• Clerk to apply to DCC to site the Green Hill bench on the Wray Valley Trail 

• Clerk to purchase a Coronation bench 

 

MPC Minutes 16.05.2023 Attachment no.1 – Open Spaces Report 
Inspection carried out by: S Parkin     
Date: May 2023 

 

Area Comments Action 

 
The Sentry 

Arranged for the contractor to cut twice a month 
until further notice. Asked contractor to ensure grass 
is cut around the benches. 

None 
 

 
Churchyard 
 

Looks good. 
Arranged for the contractor to do the next cut 
beginning of June (No Mow May) 
Signs installed on entrance gates – Dogs on Lead 

None. 
 

 
The Play Area 

Play Park – Wood needs replacing on 2 benches. 
Ground support loose on climbing frame. 
Obtaining quotes to reinstall park fence. 

Repairs needed. 

 
The Henge 

Ok 
 

None 

 
The Pound 

Ok 
 

None 

 
Cross Tree 
 

Cllr Keep has put in a support for the tree  Open Spaces committee to review. 

Geneva 
Island/War 
Memorial 

Looks good. None 

Wheelwright’s 
wheel 

Looks good. None 

 Greenhouse blown over in storm and damaged Contacted Allotment Cttee’ 
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Allotment boundary wall. 

 
Seats/benches/ 
Lamp posts 

Coronation bench – I have been advised that the 
bench cannot be welded and repaired.  
A few benches in need of painting. 

Consider purchasing a new bench to 
commemorate the Kings Coronation. 

Gates and 
railings 

Looks good. None 

Bus Shelter  Looks good. None 

Recycling bins 
 

Looks good. None 

 
Play area benches – one bench is in a bad state and if the council is unable to fix at this time, the 
bench should be removed from the park. 

MPC Minutes 16.05.2023 Attachment no.2 – List of payments May 2023 
 

MANDATORY PAYMENTS FOR April 2023   AMOUNT                
(inc VAT) 

PAYMENT 
METHOD 

    

OTHER PAYMENTS AUTHORISED 16 May 2023     

SJB Signs – 4 x St Andrew’s Cemetery sign £252.00 Online Transfer 

Moretonhampstead Parish Hall – Hire of the Hall Coronation Event £123.00 Online Transfer 

Tomlinson Trees – 2 x churchyard cuts inv.235 & 236 £1,395.00 Online Transfer 

Baskervilles – Supply of cream and jam for Coronation event £69.60 Online Transfer 

   

ONLINE BANK CARD PAYMENTS FOR May 2023   

Microsoft – Microsoft 365 Business Standard LGA 1972 s.111 £11.28 Monthly payment 

   

   

   

TOTAL £1,839.60  

 
LGA 1972 = Local Government Act 1972 
 

MPC Minutes 16.05.2023 Attachment no.3 – List of payments made under delegated powers 
 

MANDATORY PAYMENTS FOR April 2023   AMOUNT                
(inc VAT) 

PAYMENT 
METHOD 

MDT (office rent) - paid 01/04/2023 LGA 1972 s.111 £379.48 Direct Debit 

MDT (office rent) - paid 01/05/2023 LGA 1972 s.111 £379.48 Direct Debit 

S PARKIN (Clerk's salary 1 April - 30 April 2023) – paid 30/04/2023  
LGA 1972 s.112 

£1,149.88 Online Transfer 

PENINSULA PENSIONS (employer's and employee's contribution) –paid 30/04 
LGA 1972 s.112 

£347.57 Online Transfer 

HMRC (PAYE and NI) – next payment June LGA 1972 s.112             Online Transfer 

Plusnet (telephone and internet – paid /04) LGA 1972 s.111 £22.51 Direct Debit 

    

OTHER PAYMENTS AUTHORISED 16 May 2023     

Hire of the Community Club – 28/03/2023 LGA 1972 s.111  £15.00 Online Transfer 

Community Swimming Pool – 1st round grants Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976 s.19 

£500.00 Online Transfer 

Parish Hall Management Committee – 1st round grants Local Government £400.00 Online Transfer 
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(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s.19 

Moretonhampstead Tennis Club – 1st round grants Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s.19 

£100.00 Online Transfer 

Paul Harvey – Sentry cut & Pound and Henge and Coronation bench cut Open 
Spaces Act 1906 s10 

£240.00 Online Transfer 

DALC – 2023 – 2024 membership fee LGA 1972 s143 £435.61 Online Transfer 

Old Mill – Q4 payroll services LGA 1972 s.111 £110.86 Online Transfer 

BHIB Council Insurance – Annual renewal fee LGA 1972 s.140 £799.67 Online Transfer 

S Parkin – Coronation supplies and refreshments LGA s145 £45.99 Online Transfer 

Playdale – Replacement swing seat Local Government (MP) Act 1976 s19 
 

£122.00 Online Transfer 

   

ONLINE BANK CARD PAYMENTS FOR April 2023   

Microsoft – Microsoft 365 Business Standard LGA 1972 s.111 £11.28 Monthly payment 

Party Delights – Coronation tableware supplies LGA s145 £56.85 Monthly payment 

  Monthly payment 

   

TOTAL £4,994.18  

 
LGA 1972 = Local Government Act 1972 
 


