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MINUTES  

Committee: Finance and Policy Committee 
Date:  Tuesday 17 October 2023 
Time:   10.00am 
Venue:  Parish Council Office 

 

Present 
 
Cllr Jan Evans (Chair) 
Cllr Catherine Fileman-Wright 
Cllr David Bridger 
Cllr Vivienne Hodges 

Also Present 
Samantha Parkin (Clerk) 

27/2023 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Warner. 

28/2023 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS / REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
No declarations of interest or requests for dispensations were received. 

29/2023 MINUTES 
It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllr Hodges, and resolved to accept and sign 

the minutes of the meeting held on 15th August 2023 as a correct record. There was one abstention.  

30/2023 DRAFT EMPLOYER PENSIONS DISCRETION POLICY 
The Clerk had circulated the draft Employer Pension Discretion policy with the agenda. The 

committee considered the policy decisions. 

It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllr Evans, and resolved to recommend to the 

full Council to approve the draft Employer Pensions Discretion policy. 

31/2023 DRAFT RESERVES POLICY 
The Clerk had circulated the draft Reserves policy with the agenda. The committee noted the policy 

referred to the current financial year and will need to be reviewed before the next financial year. Cllr 

Fileman-Wright suggested the emergency staffing costs should be increased to 3 months cover at the 

next review. 

It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllr Bridger, and resolved to recommend to the 

full Council to approve the draft Reserves policy and review the policy in March. 



 

  10 Signed ……………………………                                                               21 November 2023 

 

32/2023 DRAFT INTERNAL CONTROLS CHECKLIST 
The Clerk had circulated the draft Internal Controls Checklist with the agenda. Cllr Bridger noted that 

the checklist covers everything the Internal Financial Regulator checks monthly. 

It was proposed by Cllr Hodges, seconded by Cllr Bridger, and resolved to recommend to the full 

Council to approve the draft Internal Controls Checklist. 

33/2023 SENTRY BIN CHARGES 
A summary of the Sentry bin charges had been circulated with the agenda. The clerk had contacted 

other parishes in Devon to ask how they empty their bins and the majority use the service provided by 

Teignbridge District Council because there are few alternatives. 

Cllr Fileman-Wright suggested looking at collaboration with neighbouring parish councils to see if we 

can work together and find an alternative solution. Cllr Fileman-Wright also suggested that as part of 

the environment plan a campaign could be started to take your litter home. 

It was proposed by Cllr Fileman-Wright, seconded by Cllr Hodges, and resolved to recommend to the 

full council to: 

1. Accept charges and continue with the current service as there are no viable alternatives. 

2. Start to be clearer about what the sentry bin emptying service costs the council and ask the 

public to take their litter home so that the council can use the money on better things for the 

community. 

3. Investigate collaboration with other parish councils. 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.33am.  

TO DO ACTIONS: 

• Add all recommendations to the November full Council Agenda 


