MORETONHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL, 2 DECEMBER 2025
Hospital Update
Introduction

This paper provides an update on the recent public meeting jointly hosted by the parish
council and Moretonhampstead Health Centre, as well as the latest information received
from the NHS. It also asks the parish council to consider making a request to Dartmoor
National Park Authority to designate the hospital and grounds as a ‘Conservation Area’.

Public Meeting, 5 November

The public meeting was well attended by around 90 residents, DNPA representatives, and
members of the parish council in the audience. The panel for the meeting comprised
members of the Hospital Working Group: Clir Catherine Fileman-Wright and Clir Jan
Evans, Moretonhampstead Parish Council; Dr Tom Waterfall and Alex Austin,
Moretonhampstead Health Centre; John Willis, North East Dartmoor (NED) Care; and
Richard Foxwell, MDT Wellmoor. The full report of the meeting is in Annex 1.

The questions from the public covered the following subjects:

whether the NHS owns the hospital

past community funding of the hospital

the heritage status of the hospital

the maintenance of the grounds now the hospital is closed

how a community buy-out might be achieved

access to the public footpath

who the public could write to in order to express their concerns
whether neighbouring communities are aware of the hospital’s closure.

A clearer understanding also emerged of the challenges the community would face were it
to acquire the building—particularly the level of funding required, and the ongoing work
needed to purchase and maintain the site.

The Hospital Working Group met with NHS Devon on 10 November to discuss the meeting
and questions raised by the public.

Recommendation

Given the public interest in this matter and that the parish council was co-host for the
meeting, the council is asked to approve the publication of the meeting report on its
website.

NHS Update

There is no date yet for the sale of the hospital. Before the sale can proceed, a Property
Vacation Notice must be issued. This notice has not yet been issued as there are still
matters to be resolved between NHS Devon and NHS Property Services.

A patch repair has been made to the roof to ensure the building is watertight; this was
carried out before the building was vacated.
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NHS Devon is looking into questions raised by members of the public about the funds
raised and donated by Dr Tim Dudgeon.

NHS Property Services will ask their contractors to look into the maintenance of the
grounds, particularly the hedge overhanging the footpath.

NHS Property Services also confirmed that they are still unwilling to grant public access
via the footpath.

The working group also discussed whether it would be helpful to carry out a feasibility
study to look at what health and well-being services are needed in the community, and
where best this should be located. NED Care and Wellmoor are considering whether to
take this study forward.

The parish council is asked to note the latest information from the NHS.
Heritage Status of the Hospital

At the public meeting, the heritage status of the hospital was raised and discussed with
Dean Kinsella, DNPA, and Clir Short. While a Conservation Area designation is unlikely to
impact the prospects of securing continued community use, it would provide greater
protection for the building if it goes on the open market. If the Parish Council wished to
proceed, a formal request to DNPA would need to be made.

The hospital building is aesthetically pleasing, of traditional granite construction, has
historic significance as a remnant of the Hambleden estate, is an early example of a
cottage hospital and is of communal cultural significance to the town and adjoining
parishes due to its past use.

The site lies approximately 40 meters from the existing Moretonhampstead Conservation
Area at 50 Ford Street (Forder House). The Hospital is separated from the existing
Conservation Area by the garden of Forder House, Forder Cottage (which is unlisted but
appears to be on the 1841 Tithe Map), Southmead (a late 20t century house) and the
entrance to the allotments.

Clir Short has done some initial work. However, before any application is made, it would

be necessary to establish whether Moretonhampstead History Society could assist with
historical records, and to seek the views of the owners of the affected properties.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the parish council invites Cllr Short to investigate this matter further
(as outlined) and bring a recommendation to a future parish council meeting.

Paper by ClIr Catherine Fileman-Wright
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